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Laura Rocha

From: Paul, Irene <Irene.Paul@ladwp.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 7:02 AM
To: Laura Rocha
Cc: Liane Chen; Torroledo, Johan; Ngo, Charles; Liu, Paul; Zordilla, George
Subject: FW: Comments to LADWP Griffith Park South Water Recycling Project due 12.2.2013

Hi Laura, 
I am forwarding to you a comment letter from Joyce Dillard. 
The comment period closed yesterday, December 2. 
Thanks, 
Irene 

From: Joyce Dillard [mailto:dillardjoyce@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:23 PM 
To: Paul, Irene 
Subject: Comments to LADWP Griffith Park South Water Recycling Project due 12.2.2013 

You state: 

Griffith Park is owned and operated by the City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks (LARAP) and 
is located at 4730 Crystal Springs Drive.  

Comments: 

There is an INDENTURE on the property; clear title ownership does not exist. 

You state: 

The proposed project would expand the existing water recycling system supplied by the Los Angeles-Glendale 
Water Reclamation Plant by extending the Greenbelt Water Recycling distribution line south to serve the 
Roosevelt Golf Course as its prime customer. The Roosevelt Golf Course currently uses potable water for 
irrigation. It is anticipated the golf course could require approximately 310 acre feet per year (AFY) of recycled 
water for irrigation.  

In addition, the proposed project would increase recycled water storage to accommodate future expansion of the 
recycled water system to other areas of Griffith Park and the Los Feliz area, including the Greek Theatre, 
landscaped medians within Vermont Avenue and Hillhurst Avenue the Griffith Park Nursery and Horticultural 
Center, picnic areas in the immediate vicinity, and the bird sanctuary. The proposed project would expand storage 
for future customers by an average of 60 AFY of recycled water. 

Comments: 

Recycled water for the golf course is 310 AFY and for future customers at 60 AFY totaling 390 AFY.  The capacity of this 
project is then 390 AFY. 

An expansion is anticipated to serve more than Griffith Park including landscaped medians in Los Feliz, yet that 
expansion is not addressed further.  The environmental impacts are not reflected on this expansion. 

It is not clear the impacts on the wildlife including migratory birds and any effects on health and disease. 

You state: 

However, the project area is located within the Griffith Park Significant Ecological Area (SEA) as defined by the 
County of Los Angeles. The SEA is described as an extensive, relatively undisturbed island of natural vegetation 
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in an urbanized, metropolitan area. The SEA supports the coastal sage scrub, chaparral, riparian, and southern 
oak woodland plant communities typical for the interior mountain ranges of Southern California. 

and 

As a result of the study, two historical resources were identified within the project area: Griffith Park (P-19-
175297) and Vista Del Valle Drive. 

Comments: 

Since the park will be affected, you do not state the effect on disruption on natural resources and trails including grizzly 
footprints (area extinct) any long-term migration or pollination of effected wildlife, birds and plant and tree species. 

You state: 

However, the project area is located within the Griffith Park Wildlife Management Plan area. This plan establishes 
a baseline in terms of known threats to wildlife and includes BMPs that help assist the Los Angeles Department of 
Recreation and Parks staff in making land management decisions in Griffith Park and the surrounding open space 
areas. The proposed project would follow the recommended BMPs whenever applicable. In addition, the project 
would not alter land use and therefore would not conflict with the plan. 

and 

6.4.1 Loss of Habitat 
Direct impacts as a result of construction activities associated with the proposed Project would include the 
permanent removal and temporary disturbance of native vegetation that is utilized by both common and rare 
wildlife, and increased noise levels due to equipment operations occurring in these areas. Indirect impacts to 
habitat could include alterations to hydrological regimes such as runoff and percolation, increased erosion and 
sediment transport, and the introduction of nonnative and invasive weeds. 

Comments: 

You fail to list the BMPs and how the effects on wildlife nesting and procreation will be avoided.  

You state: 

18. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE —
Would the project: 

a) Have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal, or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory? 

Less than Significant with Mitigation.  
The proposed project would have the potential to impact sensitive wildlife species and natural communities during 
construction activities. However, with the incorporation of Mitigation Measures BIO-1 through BIO-5, potential 
impacts to biological resources would be reduced to less than significant levels. 

The project would involve excavation and grading activities which could potentially unearth prehistoric 
archaeological resources. Such actions could unearth, expose, or disturb subsurface paleontological, 
archaeological, historical, or Native American resources that were not observable on the surface. However, with 
the incorporation of Mitigation Measures CUL-1 through CUL-6, potential impacts to paleontological or cultural 
resources that represent major periods of California history or prehistory would be reduced to less than significant 
levels 

b) Have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means
that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past 
projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 
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Less Than Significant Impact.  
A cumulative impact could occur if the project would result in an incrementally considerable contribution to a 
significant cumulative impact in consideration of past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects for 
each resource area. Because the project impacts are generally construction related, the cumulative study area is 
generally confined to the areas adjacent to the project site, which include open spaces, residential areas, and 
Griffith Park. There are several past, present, and reasonably foreseeable projects identified in the Griffith Park 
area that are listed in Table 4.  

Comments: 

Mitigation Measures listed are: 

BIO-1: Worker Environmental Awareness Program 
BIO-2: Habitat Revegetation. 
BIO-2: Special-status Wildlife 
BIO-3: Special-Status Plants. 
BIO-4: Protected Trees 
BIO-5: Nesting Birds 
CUL-1: Pre-Construction Training. 
CUL-2: Inadvertent Discoveries. 
CUL-3: Preparation of Paleontological Resource Monitoring and Mitigation Plan and Pre-Construction Training 
CUL-4: Paleontological Monitoring 
CUL-5: Inadvertent Discoveries 
CUL-6: If human remains are encountered, 

It is unclear if experienced and qualified personnel will be onsite in order to interpret, determine and employ the Mitigation 
Measures considering Mandatory Findings of Significance were declared.  Cumulative Impacts to Future Projects omit the 
recycled water expansion in this document. 

Joyce Dillard 
P.O. Box 31377 
Los Angeles, CA 90031 

-------------------------Confidentiality Notice-------------------------- 
This electronic message transmission contains information from the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, which may be confidential. If you are not the 
intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the content of this information is prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail and delete the original message and any attachment without reading or saving in any manner.
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